GO GREEN RESOLUTION

PREAMBLE

Given Barnard College’s role as well regarded institute of higher learning, it has a duty to set an example for other institutions by making smart environmental decisions; as President Shapiro asserted in a speech made at the Announcement of Mayor Bloomberg’s Green Initiative on June 6, 2007: “We represent leading institutions in our country’s leading city, and it’s only fitting that we lead the way in this critical endeavor”.  As well, the college is a large organization in New York City that produces a great deal of excess.  In light of these important roles, a university wide effort to be more eco-friendly, the groundbreaking of a new “green” campus center on the Barnard Campus, and most importantly a general concern for the future of our earth, Barnard College must commit to Green practices in every way possible. 

WHEREAS Barnard College has committed itself “to taking major steps to create a greener, cleaner and greater New York” (President Judith Shapiro Event Announcing Mayor Bloomberg's Green Initiative

June 6, 2007),

WHEREAS Barnard College has worked with the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) to create a more energy efficient campus,

WHEREAS Green practices and policies of Columbia University, of which Barnard College is an affiliate, did not show improved performance over the last year, according to the new College Sustainability Report Card 2008,

WHEREAS more than 2 out of 3 of the other 200 colleges and universities showed improved performance, according to the new College Sustainability Report Card 2008,

WHEREAS Columbia University has created a Green residence hall, Carmen, that uses both water-saving toilet flushers and motion-sensing lights (Columbia Spectator, Columbia Goes Green, September 7, 2006),

WHEREAS water-saving toilet flushers save half a gallon of water each flush (Columbia Spectator, Columbia Goes Green, September 7, 2006),

WHEREAS an energy efficient fluorescent light bulb (cfl) uses 60% less energy than a regular bulb which converts to a savings of about 300 pounds of carbon dioxide a year (Al Gore’s Climate Crisis Website, www.climatecrisis.net),

WHEREAS Barnard College Residential Life provided all first-years with energy-efficient light bulbs,

WHEREAS recycled paper products use 70 to 90 percent less energy to be produced and prevents the loss of Carbon Dioxide absorbing trees,  

WHEREAS the average American throws away 7.5 pounds of garbage everyday (National Recycling Coalition Website, www.nrc-recycle.org),  

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Student Government Association calls for Barnard College to install dual flow toilet flushers in all campus bathrooms,

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Student Government Association calls for Barnard College to replace light bulbs campus wide with energy efficient fluorescent ones,

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Student Government Association calls for Barnard College to purchases recycled paper products,

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Student Government Association calls for Barnard College to ensure that all campus buildings and residence halls are equipped with proper recycling bins and that the contents of those bins are recycled,  

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT the Student Government Association calls for Barnard College, to increase its efforts in creating a Green Campus.  
