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1.28.8 Minutes

I. Report of Executives

a. Kate McNamara- Weekly reports will go out on Mondays. Website is up. Office hours will go up once decided. Town Hall this Wednesday from 6-7:30. About 20 rsvps so far. We need table captains for the small group discussions. Fireside chat next Thursday night. We’re looking for a topic.

b. Sarah Besnoff- Since it will be President Shapiro’s last fireside chat, maybe we could have something about her accomplishments at Barnard.

i. Bethanie- The Past, the Present, and the President.

c. Kate McNamara- Also, we have a bulletin board. What would we like to see?  Community events, initiatives etc. Also, we’re looking for someone to write an article on the 9 ways of knowing and another on civil engagement/campus activism for March. Each class council will also be writing an article at some point this semester for the Bulletin to say what they’re up to.

d. Sarah Besnoff- We’re trying to encourage articles and resolutions this semester. We want to follow up more with Ethnic Studies. I will be emailing you with a mock resolution to give you an idea about the format for writing one.

e. Laura Stoffel- We’d like to invite an ethnic studies scholar to campus to tell us what it would entail to create an ethnic studies major here. This doesn’t mean the resolution can’t be passed until then. For now, we need to tweak the resolution before we pass it, which should be soon.

i.  The committees have been doing great work. We’re going to try and incorporate them more into the SGA fold. People must put in one office hour a week, so please have your schedule figured out for the next meeting. Log into gmail to put your availability into the google calendar. We started doing minutes online, but we still have a signature sheet in the office so you can sign that too. I’d like to thank those who completed the events evaluation and say please do for those who haven’t!

f. Lara Rosner- Plan spending ahead of time and talk to your advisor about budget issues for events and contact us for events and budget needs. We have two co-sponsorships, one for Focus the Nation (national teach-in day), which will be webcast.  $157. The other is being held by the Bahai club about PTSD. $300. Remi moves to accept the committee’s recommendation for co-sponsorships by voice vote. Francesca seconds. Motion passes.

g. Christina Chang- ABC governing board GSCC/ CI (Community Initiative). Non-profit umbrella groups are America Reads and Peace by Race. We are thinking of breaking down the governing board and will be having discussions about its restructure. Leadership dinner is in May- where we recognize the accomplishments of our students and faculty. The nomination process has begun today. Go online and fill it out for who you think deserves the award. The selection process is not limited by number that much; we will give the award to as many people merit it. Nominations will end on the 18th of February and we’ll have them ready by spring break.  Publicity will be very important. A Facebook event is being created and flyers too.   The form is accessible on ebear. We’d like to put an ad in the Bulletin as well.

h. Laura Stoffel- Nushien will not be able to participate in SGA this semester due to time commitments. We will be appointing someone new promptly. There will be a Seven Sisters Conference February 23rd . Thank you to all for feedback last semester in the survey. There are some questions on accountability with initiatives which we will be dealing with continuously. We will be sending out DD minutes out too now. Also, due to maternity leaves, advising will be changing.  (Go over Five Steps to Public Speaking Success).  Conduct in meetings will be as follows: presidents and vice presidents will sit next to each other, cell phones off, no laptops necessary, speakers’ list, presentations from different administration.

i. Sherlana Moody- I recommend having the new director of HEOP come to a meeting to speak.

ii. Laurie Rabinowitz- How do we allocate money to club sports teams? Currently it costs students huge amounts of money to participate.

i. Lara Rosner- We do help them, but it’s funded through the Dean’s Office.

ii. Karen Kwan- When will elections be?

iii. Laura Stoffel- We will let you know by next meeting.

II. Initiatives Recap

a. Going Green- Laurie: Focus the Nation is starting next week and professors will be asked to speak about global warming for 10 minutes in their classes. Recycling mania also has started and will continue for a month.

i. Keondra- Could we have a compost system for students who don’t eat at Hewitt? * New Goal

ii. Francesca- Next year, Recycle Bank will be put in at Columbia, where for as much garbage as students recycle, they will receive Flex points.

iii. Jane Khodarkovsky- I just found out that Con Edison will change your energy, if all are agreed in the building, to wind power.

iv. Laurie- We’ve looked into this extensively and it would be way too expensive to go all wind power, but we were thinking of joining forces with other schools in the city, which would give us buying power to get cleaner energy sources.  First, though, we need to change the way we use energy.

b. Supporting Students During Construction- Katie Palillo- When can we refresh the walls and put up new faces?

i. Laura Stoffel- I’ll see if that can be arranged.

ii. Laurie Rabinowitz- Also, I’ve heard a lot of complaints about construction in the quad. And I’ve seen bricks falling- it’s a serious risk.

iii. Laura Stoffel- We will bring this up to the administration at the next meeting.

iv. Jane Khodarkovsky- The reason the repairs take so long is that there have been fires in the Tower in recent years, so there are always repairs to be done.

v. Laurie Rabinowitz- I’ve had to take exams when construction is going on and it’s very loud and makes it difficult to concentrate.

vi. Laura- We will continue to get updates on Nexus updates. Check the website.

c.  Informing Students about SGA

i. Getting a board for SGA events

ii. Jamie- utilizing Barnard hall for SGA events

iii. Sarah-Did talk to someone about wireless in that Barnard Hall area

iv. Laura Stoffel- There is a space being looked at on the 2nd floor of java

v. Laura- have another event for SGA information.

vi. First we will try to put our own board up, but the option to share boards are available.

d. Preventing Sexual Violence and Supporting Survivors

i. Virginia- The Sexual Violence Prevention and Response offices and the Anti-Violence coalitions are launching a new campaign, called "Talk", to encourage students and community members to speak out about violence. The website is coming out in a week. The campaign includes stickers, bookmarks, and posters. Feb. 14, 15th and 16th are the Vagina Monologues. If you want to volunteer, they are always looking for ushers. April 17th is Take Back The Night. April 23rd  is Sexhibition.

ii.  Christina- The Speak Out was in Mac. Where will it be this year?

iii. Chelsea- The gym would be a good place to hold the event this year.

iv. Laura- SGA feels very strongly about having this event on campus.

e. Connecting with clubs, groups and councils

i. Christina- planning on drafting letter on planning on getting groups closer. Something Dean Denburg was interesting in funding. We are working on the letter on which groups will be compatible to work with each other. It would be interesting to see different groups work together.

i. Keondra- Publications have little support on campus. They don’t have offices or printers and all of this has been voiced

ii. Lara Rosner- WE have been voicing it and will keep trying.

iii. Jane- Hopefully we can reach out to groups such as religious groups.

iv. Christina- We were looking to involve SGA groups, but we can look into dinners and have the groups be non-category specific.

v. Jamie- The bulletin has its own room. Why don’t we have a publication center and it can fall under capital purchases. It can be incorporated into Nexus.

vi. ncreasing Transparency

I. Karen Kwan- We no longer have news flush because of going green initiative.

vii. New banners for Barnard because the old ones have Macintosh

viii. Jane- The 600’s will be closed this summer because of repairs and construction. In 616 they will be replacing kitchens. In 600’s they will be doing Law Eleven work. Most of the floors and all windows will be done.

ix. The Exterior have to be done first.

x. ane-The Senate is trying to compile information from all the schools of the University about what are the avenues students should address incidents of similar nature to those that occurred last semester (SIPA; Teacher's College) to establish if there are uniform procedures and places that they can receive advice, counseling, etc. I will be visiting with OMA and CAO with regard to this questionnaire. 

xi. Laura Stoffel-CG printer trying to go paperless because they are not on the network so there is no way to monitor paper amount.

xii. Jane- They were going to meet and discuss their surveys. Will be following up with other class councils and Residential Life and Housing.

xiii. Academic Changes

I. Laura- Online L course sign-ups for seniors. We have a letter to english departmental about sign-up emails, If you have comments please comment on letter and get back to Keoandra. Please read over this letter.

II. Keoandra- They are applying for a grant to evaluate the nine ways of knowing.

III. Laura- Will be continue a weekly email on Wednesday

IV. Defining the CU/BC relationship

V. Laura- New pamphlets defining relationships, Working on four undergraduate school and their relationship to the university and hopefully include it in Admission packet.

xiv. Discounts

I. Laura- Great job on Lion card

II. Angel Lam- am waiting to get some statistical information from Lion Card, will start to look for what to do next from there

III. Francesca- Flex off campus will be available off campus as of March 24th
IV. February 15th Barnard Night and half of the proceeds will be going to breast cancer research. MTV will be there and REsLife will be sponsoring Tailgate, Faculty, administration, and students. Reslife are thinking about having raffles with prizes such as tickets. Will have T-Shirts with CU athletics Logo and SGA logo. Trying to make it really huge. The game is at 7 pm and the tailgate should be around 5:30-6:30pm in Lefrak Gym

V. Jamie- ODS is too busy to do the Blood drive in December. So in February 8th we are having a blood drive.  Looking for volunteers for sign up to encourage people to give blood. Sophomore Blood Drive will be sometime in April.

