SGA Meeting 2.18.08

motion to approve agenda by voice vote. Motion passed.

I.    McAC- Thursday 7-9 dinner for Multicultural language day, Emily essay deadline on Friday, Spirit Day with meetings on Sunday

II.    Report of Executive Council

a.    Laura- Dean Denburg could not meet with us this week but we received an email update!

i.    BLI- We will participate and help plan the event

b.    Lara- Co-sponsorships- Project Bluelight-$330; Barnard Night-$200; Game Night w/ GS-$70. Mai moves to approve co-sponsorships by voice vote, Jamie Prem seconds, motion passes. The CPI Leadership Summit for the fall- we need younger students to step up.

c.    Virginia- Last night was the Democrats' meeting about the cost of birth control- they’re checking with CU policy makers to see if we can make it more affordable.

i.    Chelsea- To clarify, Barnard has spear-headed it's own initiative with the lowering of birth control prices- the initiative you’re talking about is directed towards Columbia students.  

ii.    Lara- CCSC passed this resolution that they support the democrats in the issue.

iii.    Sarah- We are also working on the creation of a health advisory system.

d.    Christina- Thank you all for submitting nominations for the leadership award. The committee will be meeting soon to go over nominations and will get all the awards figured out by spring break. Also, I will be meeting with Communications about new invitations and stationary. If any of you have ideas or would like to come with, please feel free.

e.    Sarah- Next week we will need to approve the Community Affairs Rep so heads up. Right after spring break, we will do appointments and determine members of committees. The appointments committee has decided we will bring back interviews for delegates and council in the process. For committees, we will also require attendance at an open house to better explain the responsibilities of being on the committee. If you have strong feelings about these, please speak now or come to us. As it currently stands, you can do study abroad and be on a committee. The nominations process is secret, anonymous.

f.    Kate- Senior class council and Nine Ways of knowing articles, please send me a draft! The calendar is now up on the website. At some point we make a smaller one, but there isn’t a need yet. This calendar doesn’t require recognized groups- many different things can put their events up. It’s more grassroots. I would like to work on a resolution on financial aid at Barnard. I would like to see how outside scholarships factor in on financial aid award.

g.    Mai- Elections- Will have a meet and greet. Also please try to come up with ten people you think should or could be on SGA next week.

h.    Kate- Suggestions for survey from google are listed on the agenda. While you’re reading the questions, think about whether we want to include ethnicity or whether we have different ones.

i.    Francesca: What about adding: If you are interested in gender studies, do you think there are enough courses available?

ii.    Laura- What about: In what way have your classes shaped your ideas on gender?

iii.    Remi- I think that there needs to be clarification of the nine ways of knowing. What is their purpose, and how are they supposed to relate to the mission of Barnard, and everything else that we learn in our other classes.

iv.    Jamie- Is it the job of the college to teach students about gender, race, ethnicity specifically?

v.    Laura- So maybe a question about whether it is appropriate to teach these concepts in the classroom.

vi.    Sarah- I think that even if those issues aren’t specifically addressed in the mission statement, but implicitly, discussions of these issues are crucial to an education.

vii.    Francesca- I like the first three questions, but I do not think the 2nd to last two questions should not be included. I think the fourth question is too subjective.

viii.    Chelsea- I like the first three, last one, and history/theory of feminism question.

ix.    Laura- A question that has to do with syllabi would be appropriate.

x.    Sarah- Do we want to narrow our focus to a resolution towards revamping the social analysis requirement.

xi.    Karen- If you’re going to bring social analysis in, though, shouldn’t you put cultures in comparisons in?

xii.    Sarah- We talked about this at the town hall, and I think social analysis fits better.

xiii.    Francesca- How about: Do you feel your reading includes diff ethnicities?

xiv.    Karen- I don’t feel comfortable putting gender or ethnicity in the same question because I think people could feel very different on each issue.

xv.    Sarah- Let’s just come to a consensus about what we think should be changed. We also want the classes that fit within the nine ways of knowing to be more integrative.

        Laurie- Let's prepare the questions and give them to the Seniors to answer at the Senior Dinner. 

xvi.    Kate – I think we should make a motion to adopt the six changes that we had. Karen seconds, motion passed by voice vote.

III.    Initiatives

a.    Going Green- We’ve been talking about compost heaps. Exam schedule, wireless, sexual violence, speak out, supporting publications, transparency, banners, online l course signups, weekly coi updates in website. That’s just an idea to remind everyone what we’re been working on.

b.    Mai- Our meeting with the trustees was last week. We talked about drug use during exams and campus feel.  All the money raised at the spring auction will be donated to the Barnard fund. This summer we’ll have new appliances in the 600’s. Only 20 renovations on suites this summer. The construction will be trying to make more eco-friendly dorms. Nexus has already won an award for best architecture.

c.    Deborah- Security report. When I talked about how 92% students thought sign in processes did not promote unity, people laughed. But they renewed the contract/agreement between Barnard and Columbia for the next twenty years. I talked to them about ecoreps too.

d.    Reni/Becky- Dinner on March 5th, T-shirts coming in this week, I wrote an article about Deb Sparr in the Spec. Candy grams went well.

e.    Karen Kwan- April 7th will be our big fundraiser. I think we’re going to have a lemonade stand in the spring too.

f.    Francesca/Mark- Thanks to all who came to Barnard Night. We have a lot of ideas about how to improve next year. What did we think about combining Think Pink and Barnard Night?

i.    Sarah- I think it was much better attended. I just wish the prizes had gone to more Barnard students and that it had been more apparent that it was Barnard night.

ii.    Remi- The tailgate was great too.

iii.    Francesca- I had a student come up to me who thought that student government was more active with the Deans and President. I was wondering if we could invite them to meetings because it would be nice to have them be more involved.

iv.    Mark- I wrote a resolution which I presented to CCSC for students who want to pursue extracurricular activities but don’t have the funds. The other resolution was to have Columbia support the Birth Control price reductions.

g.    Jamie- Working on a program to bring alumni back to discuss majors and career paths. Still selling tote bags! We’re still working with Mark on the BC resolution.

h.    Jane- There have been a lot of robberies in libraries and public areas at Columbia, so we’ve been in communication with people from security and library services at Columbia to find ways to combat this problem. We are hoping that we can also use this opportunity to promote the anti- camping out campaign in libraries, such as Butler. If you can please help promote that people not leave their belongings unattended. We’re working with security to patrol more. We are also looking to install the swipe in system into the library.

i.    Keondra- I am going to a meeting next week. No COI meeting, still checking to see if they received my letter. Otherwise, COI have had issues with meeting lately. If you have anything you want us to take up, right now we’re very focused on ethnic studies.   

j.    Angel- Last week have a bake sale. Not so successful. We had a full glass house rocks or need to ge there things reimberesed please let tehm know to stop by.

k.    Monique- Resolution to change our diploma back to Latin. For minor changing. Having a Town Hall. Put on by the Finance committee.

l.    Maria- Went to CAO. Almost all of the games were lost im the move from Mac to Brooks. Anyone has games to bring to the event. This Thursday at 7, great way to meet GSSC.

i.    Jane-If you need, you can try to email resLife office about games. Email Steve Tollman and Annie.

ii.    Laura- The toddler center may have games.

iii.    Christina- Can you pick up a pack of cards. They are really cheap.

m.    Remi- Dinner is on the 28th. Please bring card. Pub is Thursday. Getting 600 dollars from the freshman class. Selling toothpick holders, 1 1⁄2 ounce toothpick holders will be selling. Going to be in the auditorium in Lerner. March 5th Senior Gala. $30 for couple and $20 single tickets.

i.    Laurie- Senior fund putting vote out this week for class gift. Campus Sustainability, going green efforts for Barnard

n.    Virginia- Spoke to Al. The Biodigester is working well, turning compost into liquid. The big screen is coming to Hewitt soon. Housing Committee is still tying to figure out scheduling issues. Furman Counseling Committee is starting on Thursday, Health Advisory Committee starts on Friday. Getting listservs ready for all committees, and always looking for input.

o.    Sarah Besnoff- Like to offer workshops on how to do Resolutions. The administrations takes SGA Approved Resolutions very seriously. Reaching out to class councils. Any member of the SGA, students, can bring a resolution before SGA.

i.    Kate- Can put blurb in Weekly email.

p.    Laura- Please read minutes. Administrators really read.

Jamie Prem moves to adjourn meeting by voice vote at 9:15pm, Francesca seconds.

