SGA Minutes 3.24.2008

I. McAC-Tomorrow is the Emily Gregory Dinner. Wednesday is Bling Night from 7-9 in Lewis Parlor, and then 12-2 is Spring Walk. Next Monday we’re having a blanket-making event from 6-8 in North Tower. 

II. Peter from ESC and Rep for Student Services introduced as new liaison. 

III. Al Sorbera, Director of Dining Services: Bottled Water Initiative- 

1. This is what happened during a two-week period. We went through about 12.5 gallons, the equivalent of 80 12 ounce bottles. We also went through 380 retail bottles. I’m going to leave it up to SGA on what to do about this. I think that is important because there is a financial, service, and environmental impact in this. Do we want to get rid of bottled water all together or do we want a combination? I’m going to leave it up to you. When we look at 80 surveys, we’re not just talking about 20 oz. We’re talking about larger bottles. Also, people took water without paying. I think this is going to be a cultural shock on campus and I’m going to be the person to hear it, but I’ll support whatever the campus wants me to do. There will be a high financial impact. We sell far more water than other drinks and water has become a commodity. What do you want to do about awareness? 

2. Remi- Taking into account the comments, New York is making an attempt to bottle its own water. Is there any way to have us support NYC water instead of buying from companies like Poland Springs or something? 

3. Al- If I can buy it locally, I will. If we do go in that direction, I think we should extend it to the vending machines as well. 

4. Francesca- How many wanted to get rid of bottled water?

5. Laurie- 80 out of 1.. But we have to take into account that the people who vote care more about the issue than others. If we do it just at Barnard it might not make a huge impact, but if Columbia students observe it and take action, it could be huge. I think we should consult many more people than making a rash decision. 

6. Remi- In terms of price, I think it’s important to distinguish between sizes because people could fill up a lot more. 

7. Al- That’s why we’ll keep it in the back and have different prices for sizes.

8. Laura- The other concern is that the nalgenes we sell on campus now are not great quality, so if we follow through with this we should have an initiative in improving the water containers.

9. Maria- A lot of people would also like to see more water fountains on campus.

10. Laurie- I think there are ample fountains on campus, the problem is that we need to have the higher spigots to accommodate water bottles. But the problem is that it is very expensive.

11. Al- I’ll be happy to come back and talk more if you’d like.

IV. Report of Executive Board

1. Laura- Our pamphlets are printed and have been sent out into the March mailing. Every admitted student to Barnard will receive one of these. Ethnic Studies Panel is hopefully still taking place. NSOP committee will be coordinated by Becky and myself. We need to send Francesca’s resolution to the people it was addressed to. Please make sure that goes out immediately.

2. Lara- We have two co-sponsorships. 

i. Mark- We’re raising money for the Art Community Initiative. We need to ask the other councils for a bit of money each based on the ratio and we’re still looking for funds. People told us they wouldn’t give us money unless we went to the councils so that’s why we’re spreading it out. 

ii. Angel- What will the money be used for? 

iii. Mark- The money is going to facilities and materials costs. We were also hoping to be able to provide food. 

iv. Lara- The committee proposes $158 instead of $180. 

v. Remi- I move to accept the committee’s proposal. Seconded by Jamie Prem. Motion passes 

vi. Lara- This second co-sponsorship is for a non-recognized group on east asian studies. They have already received funds from CCSC and they told us this would be a one-time thing. We’re still not sure because we think that the Academic departments should cover. We are thinking of giving $300, which is half of what they requested. It’s not part of the department. It will be a symposium over a couple days at Columbia. They will be inviting people to speak from this campus and across the country. They didn’t say specifically where our funds would be going.

vii. Maria- How large is this group? And what is the Barnard representation?

viii. Christina- I think that half the group is Barnard and I’m not sure how large the group is.

ix. Laurie- I’m confused what makes this panel more academic than, for example, an environmental panel. 

x. Christina- It will include speakers from across the world and country and will discuss all issues relating to East Asian studies.

xi. Maria- Did they tell us how they will spend the money?

xii. Lara- Mostly publicity, but also other materials.

xiii. Keondra- I think it’s really unfair that the department is not funding it. 

xiv. Christina- They’re being funded by ELAC and other Japanese institutions. Their concern is that they can’t get more funding until they have a successful event to show the departments.

xv. Laurie- Is there a focus to the panel?

xvi. Lara- Topics in East Asian studies and they are supposed to link to other disciplines--political science, economics, etc

xvii. Motion to pass by Francesca P by voice vote, seconded by Chelsea. Two abstained. Motion passes.
3. Christina- CCO will have a meeting from 9-4, meet on Low Plaza. There will be a meeting on Thursday for President Shapiro at 5. Leadership dinner: invites will be sent out this week. It will be May 1st Thursday, 7-9. Aside from that I’m working on decorations and things like that. 

i. Virginia- Can anyone join our CCO team?

ii. Sarah- Yes!

4. Sarah Besnoff- (Proposed amendments to the SGA Constitution passed around). Every year during elections, there is a time for us to ask students to approve amendments. Every three years we have a huge overhaul of the constitution. This is not one of those years but we do have some changes to make. If 2/3 of this council approves the changes, it will be presented to the student body in elections. We are formally adding IGB to the organizations that we recognize.

i. Angel- So ABC has nothing to do with this?

ii. Lara- We don’t recognize them at all in the constitution.

iii. Sarah- The fourth amendment states that we need a majority of votes in our elections, but we really don’t follow that and we need a plurality. This is a simple clarification. 

iv. Laura- I thought that it was a majority for uncontested people who run.

v. Sarah- I went through the bylaws and that doesn’t exist. We really need to change this to plurality unless we want a run-off system. 

vi. Remi- So theoretically if one person was running and they got 30% of the vote they would still win?

vii. Chelsea- I think that people think it’s 50% if you run uncontested, so we should change it.

viii. Lara- I think it would be good to change it too because then it still forces people to campaign and helps increase turnout.

ix. Sarah- Then I will include a statement that says that a person running uncontested will need to receive a majority of the votes cast. 

x. Laurie- My trepidation is that since we don’t explain the special type of recognition given to sororities that it will get lost and people will assume they get funding once all of us get off campus.

xi. Sarah- There is actually now a specific area that states who we fund. That is the most important statement we make in recognition (funding). Ok so most of these changes are procedural and we do need to get a student vote on ALL changes made in the constitution. So we are hoping to propose an amendment in changing grammatical issues within the council without having to consult the student body.

xii. Remi- I think we need to make it in simple language, NOT convoluted. 

xiii. Maria- I think we should just say that we will change grammar and syntax.

xiv. Sarah- But there are a lot of other things that we would like to be able to change without having to consult the student body.

xv. Jamie- I think that there are cases where if you change a comma in the sentence it could change the entire meaning of the statement. 

xvi. Sarah- I think that you accurately portray the reason why it was voted down last year. Their votes aren’t counted unless they fill out the constitutional review. 

xvii. Francesca- I don’t think that even specifically saying we’ll only change commas or something will change the overall attitude that students want to be able to make the 

xviii. Maria moves to approve an amendment in changing grammar and syntax that does not change the overall or original meaning of the clause and all such records will be made public by voice vote. Francesca seconds.
xix. Sarah-We do a specific changes by the bylaws. The Constitution is the overarching 

xx. Keoandra- I think Angel’s suggestion is great. At the end of the constitutional amendments there can be a link that shows the grammar changes. Making it public.

xxi. Laurie- We can do an Archive section that has the old constitutions and changes.

xxii. Francesca- Can we just say that all public records will be made public.

xxiii. Laurie- Maybe there is something in the clause and propose something.

xxiv. Sarah- Any student can propose an amendment if they are unhappy with the amendments passed.

xxv. Francesca moves to approve all suggestions to Constitution by voice vote. Chelsea seconds. Motion passes.
xxvi. Sarah- If anyone wants to write ideas

I.Kate

1. Weekly Reports. Please include after the minutes.

2. Town Hall- Thanks for coming

3. Spectator- Article by Christina

4. Bulletin- Deadline 4/11

5. Elections updates

i. Laura- Did you receive the email today?

ii. Laurie- I think we will make it that you will know who is running?

iii. Maria- If cndidates ask the committee they should be able to receive the information.

iv. Laura- At the info session, which prospective candidates are required to attend, can find out who is running or expressed interest.

v. Jamie- What are the rules on where you can declare your candidacy?

vi. Sarah- We have always assumed that official campaigning is when you talk to the Spectator?

vii. Mai- Official is when you start putting up posters and put it up to SGA and sign the paper. The status with official campaign is you don’t put posters up until you make your speech. Besides that I will pass around

viii. Laura- The Elections committee gives a recommendation, official campaigning is when you put up posters.

ix. Remi- In the past, the sentiment, you cannot say a word about running.

x. Laura- There has been a call for more explicit language.

xi. Mai- We express that your not allowed to state your position unless you sign up. I don’t think you should start having facebook groups or anything.

xii. Chelsea- NO actually no going out, no emails, posters, no Facebook etc. that’s what I got from what you said. It’s such a stress off students. 

xiii. Lara- People can go door to door now?

xiv. Mai- You cant give them a poster or anything until April 7th but you can go door to door?

xv. Lara- How will students find out?

xvi. Laura- You can only start opening up about candidacy when you attend an information session.

xvii. Laura- Two things we're recommending is control campaigning by limiting Facebook, no emailing (no mass communication) and no posters.

xviii. Jamie- We would like to have an even playing field, but we have made a distinction and no one is allowed to do any kind of campaigning that’s in the guidelines. The recommendation is to keep it as it is. 

xix. Mai- The guidelines have not changes at all. No change on the pamphlet. There is nothing on the pamphlet that you are not allowed to state your campaigning.

xx. Jamie- I think as a board we should just have one date for both, unofficial and official campaigning. The official deadline should be earlier; it should be something we should consider. I’m not sure what this council wants.

xxi. Laura- We want to give people fair game on how to campaign.

xxii. Laurie- My experience is that you don’t allow people to talk about position. I propose an unofficial list of candidates be available in the SGA office.

xxiii. Sarah- The first being that, the second is that whether or not you are allowed to announce your candidacy to publications.

xxiv. Keoandra- All we have to do is have an unofficial list. Surely having your name in the spectator is official. We should keep it open to non SGA officers in order to make it open.

xxv. Maria- Are Facebook group messages considered mass emailing? Should we make that more clear in the election guidelines?

xxvi. Reni- We should leave unofficial open. 

xxvii. Sarah- Numbers and everything official will start the same date.

xxviii. Mai- In all seriousness the downsize with numbers is the uncontested candidates.

xxix. Francesca- The only issue I had an issue with, and then we all found out Monday. All of our stuff was due and a week before so you can change what you are running for.

xxx. Mai- Sunday the 6th all materials will be due. We have to send this issue to MINs 24hours before and to spectator and send it to the bulletin. We can’t say it’s due a week before because of time constraints.

xxxi. Jamie- I can propose something an unofficial deadline to announce candidacy and to that one-week you official sign up for a candidates.

xxxii. Sarah- A mandatory event that everyone, such as a dinner for a face-to-face event.

xxxiii. Mai- People want to stick to the same rules. We can say for what we are running for.

xxxiv. Francesca- Lets try not to micro-management of telling others but mass communications are not allowed.

xxxv. Keondra- Mass communications such as organizations. 

xxxvi. Laurie- Want to put on the table of the numbers thing and list on the SGA office.

xxxvii. Karen-What’s the penalty?

xxxviii. Laura- We do not have it written down.

xxxix. Mai- Up to elections Committee.

xl. Francesca I motion to move to make available the numbers of people who are running for each position at the info session, the unofficial lists are made available upon email requests and SGA office hours and from Elections Committee by voice vote. Jamie seconds. Five opposes. No abstaining. 

xli. Sarah- Motion doesn’t pass.
xlii. Mai moves to have a poster with all the positions to have the numbers of people interested in position, even if an individual opposes. Laurie seconds. Three opposed. Motion passes.
xliii. Jane- I would like the position of the Senator to be changed to two years. I think it’s too difficult to make a difference in one year. 

xliv. Sarah- You can’t stop people from running for the position because of year because of Senate’s Constitution.

xlv. Jamie- The senate constitution overrides our Constitution

xlvi. Mai-There will be no mass communications. And unless there are changes to that then we cannot make the senate position for 2 years requirement.

xlvii. Jamie moves to accept the guidelines by voice vote. Angel seconds. Motion passes.
xlviii. Laura- These posters are not supposed to be specific. Talk about your position briefly. They are just to get the word out and advertise for the candidates.

II.Motion to approve the elections guidelines by Reni by voice vote, Maria seconds. Motion passes. Motion to adjourn meeting by Francesca by voice vote. Seconded by Angel. Motion passes.
Lara Rosner, VP Finance

-attended Rep. Council meeting

-attended Exec. Board meeting

-processed co-sponsorship requests

-co-sponsorship committee meeting

-attended CPI summit planning committee meeting

-attended follow-up meeting on affordable birth control

-held office hours

Laura Stoffel, President

- Attended Exec Board

- Attended Rep Council

- Attended Office Hours

- Sent Scholar Invitations

- Attended Commencement Committee

- Attended OMA Discussions

- Attended Elections Commission 

- Attended Leadership Committee

- Attended President's meeting

Katie Palillo, Rep to ESC

-Attended Rep Council

-Attended ESC

-Attended Office Hours

-Attended Town Hall

-In process of ordering shirts, buttons for Elections Committee

Virginia Burger, Representative for Student Services-

-Attended Rep. Council meeting

-Held Office Hours

-bought posters for elections

-planning for SHAC petitioning

Becky Gimple, First Year VP

-Attended Office Hours

-Attended Class Council Meeting

-Met with Damian about NSOP

Jenny Kim, Junior Class VP

-Attended Rep Council

-Attended Class Council

-Attended Office Hour

 

Maria Morad, Rep. to GSSC

- Attended Rep Council

- Attended GSSC meeting

- Attended Office Hours

- Contacted Dean Celwyn

Jane Khodarkovsky, Senator
-Attended Rep Council Meeting
-Attended Office Hours
-Attended Senate subcommittee meeting
-Met with Annie Aversa
-Met with Director of Financial Aid Alison Rabil

Karen Kwan, Sophomore Class VP

- Attended Rep Council

- Attended Class Council

- Attended Office Hour

- Handling Gatsby money transfers

- Created flyer for Majors Toast

Christina Chang, VPSA
-Attended Exec. Board meeting
-Attended Rep. Council meeting
-SGA Office Hours
-Met with Doris about Leadership Dinner
-Finalized Leadership Award recipients
-Sent list of Award recipients to Registrar to get mailing labels
-E-mailed groups about 2008-2009 Club Budget Allocation Packets
-Co-sponsorship Committee meeting
-Met with VP Gildersleeve 

Kate McNamara. VPC
-Attended Exec. Board meeting
-Attended Rep. Council meeting
-SGA Office Hours
-Working on University wide Calendar
-Worked on cranes project 

