Student Government Minutes for 3.31.08

I.    Guests

a.    Shirin Soufian- not coming. In place we will be adding Maisha

Reni Calister moves to move the agenda with the stated Amendments by voice vote.

b.    Maisha is helping to write the invitation. She is a member of the board. She wants to know more about the ethnic Studies panel. Trying to keep the questions neutral to faculty members. Such as do you think your course address race and ethnicity issues.  It is not a clear definition if people want a requirement or a major. I emailed the questions today to sgarep email.

i.    Mai- Are we all set with invitations of people?

ii.    Keondra- Before next week, it has such a low response. We are asking for professors to come from small liberal arts schools coming for no money.

iii.    Mai- Dean Denburg volunteered to sponsor this event.

iv.    Keondra- I’m not delusional for that aspect at all.

v.    Mai- I don’t think I can make a commitment to the panel and event successful. And I don’t think we can pull this off in nine days.

vi.    Laurie- I can help with advertising and flyering.

vii.    Keondra- I think by next week Monday if we don’t have a response then we will have to cancel the event.

viii.    Lara- did you guys use the response form the survey that Kate spearheaded.

ix.    Maisha- WE really analyzed it and looked at it. And were really greatful for that.

x.    Keondra- What we need is backing with professors and administrators. The COI is interested in that support.

xi.    Maisha- Keondra and I will review the questions and give it to Provost, who gave us her word about addressing it at the Provost.

II.    McAC- The Multicultral Committee is having a Culture Couture event. Get a free t-shirt.

a.    Having an event with Timeout  tomorrow.

b.    McAc   Committee applications are available,

c.    Jessica Cannon- never responded.

III.    Report of Executive Council

a.    Lara- Co-sponsorships:

i.    Relay for Life- $3,333. The committe recommends $700

        The committee recommends $534 for Tamasha (Club Zamana)

ii.   The committee recommends $250 for Columbia Japan Society.

iii.    ASA and Hillel committee recommends $150

1.    Mai-Hillel as a body has a lot of money. They wanted to put on a joint event with ASA

iv.    Nomads requested $500 and committee recommends $100

1.    Lara-The event is for ten people.

v.    Reni moves to accept the co-sponsorships by voice vote. Motion passes.

vi.    Lara- Budget packages are for groups to see what they have received and to see what they can receive.

b.    Christina:

i.    CCO-Thanks for coming to the event on Saturday.

ii.    Leadership Dinner- invitations have been printed and you should all be getting information in the mail.

c.    Sarah

i.    By-Laws Review-

1.    Article one-Explains each Student Government Association positions job description.

2.    Article two- No proposed changes and for the executive board.

3.    Article three- We decided on changing any reference to Student Government Association to the SGA. Students are allowed to make presentations at any time.

a.    Clause four- We took clause four out.

4.    Article Four- In order for someone to be the chair of an internal committee was changed to representative of committee not executive board member.

5.    The Judicial Council had been defunct for a long time. Formally change to the appointments committee. We used that system this year and it worked great. Changing judicial council and adding appointments committee.

ii.    Chelsea Moves to accept the changes by voice vote. Remi Coker seconds. Motion passes.

d.    Kate’s Update

i.    Thanks for hanging up the News Flush.

ii.    Spectator Articles

1.    March, Senior Selection-Sarah

2.    Campus Activism (Jane and Christina)

IV.    Report of Representative Council

a.    Elections Etiquette-Mai

i.    I asked people to send me names of ten names of who do you think will be great for the position.

ii.    Katie- has been working with this guy for getting SGA t-shirts and stickers.

iii.    Spectator there is no students encouraged to run, if people disagree please let me know.

iv.    Please it is important to follow official campaigning rules.

v.    Also I know that Laura spoke to someone about the elections page redirected to SGA website.

1.    Katie- Mary Ellen Chapter says that the Ebear cannot be changed

2.    Kate- Will email her.

vi.     The main SGA website will be on SGA official page.

vii.    Sarah- Decision needs to be made about official endorsements.

viii.    Lara- A couple years ago someone who was running for an exec board position was a bit of a drama

1.    Laurie- It will be ridiculous to say that we say we cannot endorse fellow SGA members.

2.    Reni- There was an issue when I added myself as admin of my group.

3.    Sarah- I think we can rely on people's discretion and say that everything is fair game. Anyone can endorse, except Elections commission. You are allowed to speak as an individual to Spectator but not on SGA’s behalf.

b.    Ethnic Studies Panel

i.    Mai- The things I needed to do

V.    Report of Representative Council

a.    Jaimie-The Bonfire approved and will be on Lehman lawn. T-Shirts are going to available.

b.    Reni- if anyone ordered T-Shirts. We are having a Study Break Hai Tea in Brooks Lewis Parlor April 16th.

c.    Virginia- Friday, attended the Anti-Violence Coalition meeting. Talked about Take Back the Night; they are making the entire march co-gender.

i.    Keondra- I feel empowered about it being all about women. I feel some sort of strength of taking back the night. And the physical representation of women.

ii.    Chelsea-What was the main argument for the integration?

iii.    Virginia- It was basically an inclusive sentiment for all of the community.

iv.    Christina- It will be on Barnard campus?

v.    Lara- Yes. It will be held April 17th.

vi.    Virginia- SHAC didn’t meet this week. Anyone is welcome to sign our birth control petition.

vii.    Raj- Are you combining signatures with the Dems?

viii.    Virginia- No, not presently. The signatures are going to two different organizations.

ix.    Virginia- The Housing Advisory Committee met last night and talked a lot about senior selection and ways to change it. We want to create better communication from ResLife to students.

x.    Sarah- If people want to add something regarding the Reslife housing selection Committee.

xi.    Mai- Next year's Trustee Reps should address this.

xii.    Laurie- Have a discussion board and comment on the SGA website.

xiii.    Virginia- The moveout time has to be changed to 12pm, except for the Quad because they have to do the cleanup before graduation. Two lines in 616 to be determined are getting diswashers and wood floors are being  added in 620. The Quad is going to be changed to modeled after the Bryant Park garden.  Once they do the construction they will be sending emails to those residents. We are picking out furniture on Thursday at 9pm and then slowly starting to phase out old furniture.

d.    Katie and Raj- Elections last week

i.    Raj- We had good elections, and they’re done. Today there was a spec article on your pamphlets. We  heard there were some other ones floating around?

ii.    Sarah- Because we did not receive the necessary support from other councils, we went forward with the Barnard-CU specific pamphlet. 

iii.    Raj- I talked to Liz and I think we’d like to include one in the Columbia packet.

iv.    Sarah- We’d love as much collaboration as possible on this!

e.    Jane- The Student Affairs Caucus and the Office of the President at Columbia University is organizing a Student Leaders Forum on April 16th  which will be the first year of its inception. It is serving as a culmination of the World Leaders Forum, which takes place in the Fall. There will be five student panelists and President Bollinger will be the moderator. The representation of leaders will go beyond the presidents of student governing boards and will extend to students who may have shown promise/leadership in their research or work outside the Columbia community. There will be a reception following the event that will be open to all in the community. .

f.    Chelsea- We have our Major’s Toast next Monday and we are also working on our Fundraiser.

g.    Mark- CCSC- We finalized some changes to our constitution.  This Thursday is the first event of the Community Art Initiative. There will be food and free t-shirts from 4-6 on the plaza.

i.    Kate- The Cranes project I brought up a few weeks ago honors Iraqi and US soldiers is getting started. It involves many faith groups on campus and it’s an exciting opportunity to bring people together. It’s not a political statement but more of a memorial. We are hoping to hang all 4000 in Lerner at the end of April. I would love for SGA to sponsor it in name.

ii.    Keondra- I think this is a great idea, but why not honor Iraqi soldiers too?

iii.    Kate- Right now it’s Iraqi civilians and American soldiers, but I’m open to suggestions. When our cranes join with other universities, it will be much more.

iv.    Keondra- To me it’s less important what side you are on, more just that so many have. I think it’s important to show a numerical representation because it’s so easy to be detached here.

v.    Reni- I think the 4000 is good because there are numbers that are not even allowed to be published here. I think the powerful number we have is that of US troops, but I think there are so many more than we can accurately say.

vi.    Sarah- I think we’ll take a vote to endorse the Cranes Project.

vii.    Laurie moves to endorse the Cranes project by voice vote, and Karen seconds. One person abstains, motion passes.

h.    Keondra- Continuing discussion on Ethnic Studies. Results were emailed.

i.    Jamie- We are selling tote bags until Spirit Day. We are having a sit-down dinner combined with an alumni networking event next Tuesday. Other members of our council are also working on the Art of Community campaign.

j.    Maria- GSSC last week focused on financial aid. We (SGA) are having a brunch with Career Development - it will be April 17th from 9:30-11. i.    Jane- I know that the GSSC senator is working very hard on issues of housing for GS and graduate housing in general.

k.    Angel- the End-of-year event committees meet on Wed 11pm-12am

l.    Laurie and Remi- Senior fund had a great event last week at Bar Night. It was a great turn-out. Lerner Pub is April 17th. Also, we will be selling the toothpick holders starting April 3rd. Senior Ball is April 15th. The Saturday cruise will be $35. In term of the Bottled Water initiative, I just wanted to see where we were.

i.    Reni- I think we should reduce the sales of the bottled water, but I think we should tell students WHY we are reducing the sales.

ii.    Remi- I talked to Al about giving out water bottles instead of mugs at the block party next year.

iii.    Kate- I don’t think our campus is ready to get rid of bottled water yet. But I do think this is a good opportunity to raise awareness. I think we need to first talk about retrofitting faucets before we can ask students to fill their own bottles.

iv.    Laurie- One of the issues with that is that retrofitting them is very expensive.

v.    Kate- Currently, water is 42% of the sales at Javacity.  But I think this is a good way to raise awareness.

vi.    Raj- Columbia has a policy that if you leave the cap on the bottle, the whole bottle cannot be recycled.

vii.    Laurie- New York has a really bad recycling system. Currently I think only about 15% of what we recycle is recycled and the rest is trashed.

viii.    Raj- We are hoping to raise awareness about this rule on ESC.

Francesca Procaccini, Rep to CCSC and CU Athletics

-went to Relay for Life plannign meeting

-worked on SGA event at Relay

-CCSC meeting

-office hours

Kate McNamara, VP Communication

-Attended DD meeting

-Attended OH

-Worked on News Flush

-Weekly Email

-Attended 1968 Dinner and Lecture

Christina Chang, VPSA

-Attended Exec. Board meeting

-Attended Rep. Council meeting

-Attended SGA Office hours

-Weekly email

-Attended DD meeting

-Held an Election Information Session

-Attended Senior Fund Fundraiser

-Attended meeting with VP Gildersleeve

-Attended Lerner Hall Scheduling Committee Meeting

-Met with Damian and Sonny about Leadership Dinner

-Worked on Leadership Dinner (certificates, invitations, letters)

-Worked on IGB projects

Sarah Besnoff, VPSG

-Attended CCO with SGA group

-Prepared By-Laws for Revision

-Attended Exec. Board meeting

-Attended Rep. Council meeting

-Attended Dean Denburg meeting

-Attended Office Hours

-Prepared applications for appointments

-Updated aliases

-Sent Constitutional Amendments to MINS for election

-Wrote Senior Selection article for Spectator

Jane Khodarkovsky, Senator

-Attended Office Hours

-Attended Rep Council Meeting

-Attended Honors and Prizes Committee meeting

-Attended financial aid program organized by Senior Experience

-Attend Senior Fund Fundraiser

-Worked on Senior Selection

-Attended Student Affairs Caucus meeting

Maria Morad, Rep. to GSSC

- Attented Office Hours

- Attended Rep Council meeting

- Attended GSSC meeting

- Attended meeting for President's party

- contacted Dean Celwyn

Jenny Kim, Junior Class VP

-Attended Office Hour

-Attended Rep Council meeting

-Attended Class Council meeting

-Worked on/set up class fundraising event

-Attended meeting for President Shapiro's party

Jaimie Schoen, Community Affairs Rep

- Attended Spirit Day Committee Meeting

- Worked on Spirit Day plans

- Attended Office Hours

- Attended Rep Council Meeting

Chelsea Zimmerman, Sophomore Class President

-Attended Rep Council Mtg

-Attended Class Council Mtg

-Attended Office Hour

-Worked on Major's Toast

Karen Kwan, Sophomore Class VP

-Attended Rep Council Mtg

-Attended Office Hour

-Designed Majors Toast posters and invitations and brought them to Copy Services

Angel Lam, Rep for University Programming

-attended rep council meeting

-attended office hour

-attended end-of-yr rep meeting

-attended the event committees meeting

-lion card follow up

Katie Palillo, Rep to ESC

-attended Rep Council meeting

-attended office hour

-attended meeting with VP Gildersleeve

-attended CCO

Becky Gimple, First Year VP

-Attended Office Hour

-Attended Rep Council meeting

-Attended Class Council Meeting

-Met with Damian

Laura Stoffel, President

- DD Meeting

- Exec Meeting

- Rep Council Meeting

- Office Hours

- Presidents Meeting

- Elections Meeting

- OMA Discussion Luncheon

- Commencement Committee

- Lerner Committee Meeting

- UEM Committee Meeting

Lara Rosner, VP Finance

-attended Rep. Council

-attended Exec. Board meeting

-attended DD meeting

-attended  SGB meeting

-held office hours

-budget packets!!

-attended affordable birth control coalition meeting

-co-chaired elections info. session

-chaired co-sponsorship committee meeting

Reni Calister, First-Year Class President

- Rep Council Meeting

- Class Council Meeting-

- Attended Office Hours

- Worked on T-Shirt Sales

- Worked on High Tea

Jamie Prem, Junior Class President

-Rep council

-Class Council

-Office Hours

-OMA campus vibes

-sold tote bags

-orchesis

