SGA Agenda

I.    Welcome

a.    Angel moves to add 30 April: BBQ to events on agenda

b.    Lara moves to add CPI summit applications to agenda.

c.    Jane moves to accept minutes by voice vote, Mai seconds.

II.    President Judith Shapiro

a.    Introductions

b.    Judith Shapiro- Currently a part of an organization called Common Cents. Turning kids into philanthropists. All of the pennies harvested co goes non-for profits organizations. Also a couple of foundations asked for me to be a part of. Also will be planning to get into other non-for profit work.

c.    Jane- What projects or endeavors do you hope or would like to continue to move forward in the next few years?

d.    Judith Shapiro- A lot of things will be ongoing and continuing such as the raising of funds for financial aid, the BLI initiative.

e.    Angel- What would you like to see from students in ten years from now?

f.    JS- I would like to see more students a part of the yucky politics and to see a lot of more students. The applicant pool is terrific. Keep Barnard attractive to students and get Barnard involved in cultural things in the city.

g.    Lara- Who have been some of your favorite guest speakers

h.    JS- One of the great privilege s of the job is meeting the great women such as Anna Quindlen and the First Admiral from the Lehman Brothers initiatives. It would we better to have more funding for faculty support. It is a question of all the staff, faculty, and students could be better supported. That would be help, one of the great big missing things.

i.    Do you have any ideas of the future of women’s colleges?

j.    JS- There is a tendency for students to go to larger students. You basically have a lot of fabulous people spending time with the students. How can you have the financial model supporting and a smaller school? The great relationship with Columbia University is a great support and balances the independence that Barnard has. We can have the precious resource that

k.    Laurie- What would you hope the BC/CU relationship to be?

l.    JS- It is better now than it has ever been. I am very happy with the balance between with Barnard’s independence. The aspect that is most resistance is the student culture. First of all there is always some natural rivalry. You will always get some sort of ritual tension. What is really important is that the faculty and the administrators having a healthy relationship. At each point we think about we as Columbia balance our identity and what we can provide. I don’t see a drastic change in the relationship. Things are looking pretty good to me between Barnard and Columbia.

m.    Jane- What do you think students can do to aid in that relationship?

n.    JS- We can foster great independence and knowledge about the relationship. Barnard women should have a great sense of who they are. Not to feel inferior and don’t let yourself obsess or the frustrated with the inner workings of the negative impacts of the relationship. I urge students to not let it bother one.

o.    Francesca- The Students are not allowed to see the inner workings of the Inter-college agreements? Can you speak to that?

p.    JS- What do students need to know about the financial arrangements that affect their daily life. I think it is important what do students need to know to be able to operate comfortably as students.

q.    Maria- I think it is important for students to know that our money goes to certain things. For instance, both Barnard and Columbia pay the same amount in order to use Lerner.

r.    JS- Ideally it is not always up to Barnard but it is important for the people at Columbia such as students to address that Barnard students pay equal for facilities.

s.    Jane-What would you consider one of your fondest moments at Barnard?

t.    JS-At the topping of ceremony receiving a T-Shirt Athena is my Homegirl. Athena is my Homegirl is more of a Barnard thing than a Bryn Mawr thing. All of the things that the students do here. But the faculty and administrators are exceptional here.

u.    Laurie- Has an amazing sense of community and aided me in my decision for college between CU and BC.

v.    JS- It is really advantageous to have all of that in one.

III.    Report of Executive Board

a.    Dean Denburg Updates

i.    Discussed the Chalk Boards

ii.    Organizing a meeting with ResLife and Housing

iii.    Disbursing of the pamphlets and will Lobby on our behalf to get included o

iv.    Discussed Security issues and getting a call box and a red board to be put into at CG.

v.    Community Spaces, making spaces more conducive to hangout spots.

1.    Allow students to program events in Lewis parlors.

vi.    Read out loud the Welcome weekend blurb about students of color and looking into rewording that.

vii.    We are making a huge effort to accommodate Vegan eaters and the administrators bought leather wallets for the Senior class and some students took events.

viii.    We as representative represent their concerns to administrators.

ix.    There has not been a name decided yet for the Nexus.

b.    Appointments

i.    The Sophomore Class President-

Reni moves to accept the recommendations by the committee by voice vote. Maria seconds.

ii.    Junior Class

Mai moves to accept the applicant recommendations by the committee by voice vote.

iii.    Junior Class Secretary

Angel moves to accept the applicant recommendations by voice vote. Reni Calister seconded.

iv.    Junior Class VP

1.    Appointments committee rec. #1

Karen moves to accept the applicant recommendations by voice vote. Christina Chang seconds

v.    Senior Class Representative

1.    Committee recommends

vi.    For VPSG

1.    The Appointments committee recommends applicant #2 and #4.   

a.    Jane moves to accept applicant #4 by voice vote.

b.    Review of applicant #2 ensues to determine best candidate.

2.    Motion passes, two abstentions

vii.    Rep to ESC

1.    Jane moves to accept applicant #2 by voice voce, motion passes.

viii.    Rep to CCSC

1.    Jane moves to accept application #1, Karen seconds, motion passes

ix.    Senior Class Council

1.    Jamie moved to accept all applicants, Christina seconds, motion passes.

x.    Junior Class Secretary motion by Angel to rescind the earlier motion by voice vote, Reni seconded. Motion passes. 

xi.    The application process for junior class secretary will be reopened.

IV.    Rep Council Reports

a.    Angel- We’re working on CandyLand cookout. We met with Columbia dining, they raised the price to $20/person from $12/person, so we're looking for outside vendors instead. Posters should be up by next week.

b.    Jane- The Student Affairs Caucus organized a "Let's Talk: Faculty Diversity" Panel discussion today, April 21, 2008 with VP of Arts and Sciences Nick Dirks, Provost Geraldine Downey and several Columbia professors (Prof. Ngai; Prof. Johnson). The event was very informative. What was interesting was that they were not just talking about increasing diversity as a whole, but in specific departments where ratios are uneven. There is a discussion about how to gain a more diverse faculty and then get them on the tenure track and keep the retention rates higher. Although Columbia University is on par with peer institutions, it should strive to improve. I think this is something we should bring to Barnard. Currently, even when diverse faculty are brought in, the retention rates are very low. Especially as we work with ethnic studies, we want to entice people to come be a part of our faculty, not just our student population.

c.    Remi- Spirit Day was very successful. The flip-flops have been donated to many individuals in the community.

i.    Laurie- We’re still very down in donation numbers (34%). We don’t care about the amount as much as that we want a high percentage of students to give. Our gift is the rooftop to the Nexus. It is going to have a garden area.

ii.    Jane- Are you planning on going door-to-door?

iii.    Laurie- We’re writing individualized letters. We’d like to make that a last resort.

iv.    Remi- Senior Week website is up. Also all Barnard seniors should know they are allowed to join the Columbia club.

d.    Maria- GSSC didn’t have a meeting next week. Their elections are this week. I am very excited for our brunch with career development this week. It’s this Thursday from 9:30-11 in Elliot. It’s open SGA-wide.

i.    Christina- Do you want to invite other student leaders?

ii.    Maria- If there are low numbers, we could invite them.

e.    Francesca- I talked to Michelle about the pamphlet. It is no longer a student initiative. On Friday at Radio Perfecto, there is a CORE council get-together around 10 or 11.

f.    Jamie and Jenny- We did very well with tote bag sales. We are scheduled for the last study break on the lawn. It will be called siesta fiesta. Our bag sales are Tues-Thurs from 10-2 inside Barnard gates.

g.    Katie- ESC appointed their director of technology. I don’t know if we would like to talk to the person who didn’t get the position to be our web master. Ticket exchange looks very good.

h.    Virginia- HAB met with Annie Aversa and Matt Kingston about housing.They provided numerous written comments about housing selection this year. One idea was to make room selection completely online, but MINS would not be able to handle it. It’s on their radar but it’s not a possibility yet. Also, housing is very stressful, and so many students commented that they liked being able to talk personally to a staff member to get information about their specific situation.

i.    Laurie- Could they at least update the end of senior selection?

ii.    Virginia- There was a real-time update of room availability this year.

iii.    Jamie- This is a more general comment about housing, but because our grade/class size is so large, we have had lots of trouble with housing. There are too many students and not enough housing.

v.    Jane- Matt and Steve seem very open to suggestions, so keep up the good work.

vi.    Karen- You should have your successor shadow you to learn about the process.

vii.    Laurie- Could we work on the process about moving out of the room halfway through the year? Because the process can make the situation worse, instead of better.

i.    Karen- We had our lemonade stand last week. Next week we’re going to have a rep council party.

j.    Reni- We are almost sold out of the Athena shirt, we have a few mediums and larges left. The alumni center has placed an order, so we will be getting more. We have a study break “High Tea” on April 29th from 3-5 in Lewis Parlor. We have the Highlight II on May 2nd.

k.    Jamie- No updates!

l.    Lara- Please encourage people to apply for CPI. The deadline has been extended. 

V.    New Business

a.    Senior Class President of ESC-

i.    We’re starting a new website for seniors who have or need extra commencement tickets. I think this is a university wide policy with only four tickets. The website cutickets.com, need a UNI to access this site before the post gets published. Completely automated website. Will be publizing the website for CU seniors. If its ok we can send a logo for the website. Ideally we hope this would be for next year.

VI.    Kudos!

VII.    Jane moves to adjourn the meeting by voice vote, Mai seconds, motion passes.

Kate McNamara, VP Communication

- Attended SGA Exec

-Attended SGA Rep Council

-Attended Office Hours

Karen Kwan, Sophomore Class VP

- Set up and tabled 2010 lemonade stand

- Attended Office Hours

- Attended Blood Drive

- Attended SGA Rep Council mtg

Christina Chang, VPSA

-Attended Exec. Board meeting

-Attended Rep. Council meeting

-Attended Office Hours

-Processed and reviewed club budget applications

-SGA-ABC meeting about dually-recognized groups

-Attended DD meeting

-Worked on Leadership Dinner Program with David Hopson in Communications

-Processed RSVPs with Maria for Leadership Dinner

-Reviewed IGB Budget Applications

-Volunteered at Lerner Pub

-Wrote blurbs for Bear Pin Recipients

Laurie Rabinowitz, Senior Class VP

-Commencement Committee Meeting

-Attended Rep Council

-Attended Office Hours

-Senior Fund Meeting

-Wrote Senior Fund Letter to students who haven't yet given

Becky Gimple, First Year VP

-Attended Rep Council meeting

-Attended Class Council meeting

Lara Rosner, VP Finance

-attended Rep. Council

-attended DD meeting

-attended SGB

-budget committee meeting

-budget meeting with ABC

-Code of Conduct committee meeting

-held office hours

Chelsea Zimmerman, Sophomore Class President

-attended Rep. Council

-attended Class Council mtg

-Office hour

-planned lemonade stand

-volunteered at lemonade stand

Reni Calister, First-Year Class President

- attended rep. council

- attended class council mtg

- office hour

- sold "athena is my homegirl" t-shirts

- met with Damian Medina

Jane Khodarkovsky, Senator

-attended rep. council meeting

-attended office hours

-attended Senate committee meeting

-organized and attended Emerging Leaders Forum at Columbia University

-interviewed with the Spectator

-helped and attended Spirit Day

-attended Torch Bearer's dinner

-Met with Annie Aversa

-attended Take Back the Night

Laura Stoffel, President

- office hours

- exec board meeting

- dd meeting

- rep council meeting

- ebadi event

- commencement meeting

- presidents meeting

- lerner pub

- world leaders forum

- spirit day volunteer

Maria Morad, Rep to GSSC

- held office hour

- attended Rep. Council

- Spirit Day

Angel Lam, Rep for University Programming

- rep council meeting

- office hour

- spirit day

- Ebadi event

- end-of-year event committees meeting

- made flyer for the event

- take back the night

Remi Coker, Senior Class President

- attended rep council meeting

- attended office hour

- attended class council meeting

- attended Shiring Ebadi event

- attended take back the night

- attended lerner pub

- volunteered for spirit day

- attended commencement committee meeting

- attended Torch Bearer's dinner

- interviewed with Blue and White

Jamie Prem, Junior Class President

-rep council

-class council

-office hour

-spirit day

-class fundraiser

Virginia Burger, Representative for Student Services-

-Rep. Council

-Held Office Hour

-Shirin Ebadi event

-Attended Spirit Day

-Housing Committee Meeting

-SHAC meeting

-Planning for Furman's Spring Rejuvenation Event, Thursday

