Italics: Motions
Underlined: Event
1. SGA Meeting: Called to order at 7:30: Roll Call, Introductions
2. Mai Moves, Remi Seconds approves Minutes
3. Beth introduces « Big Sub » event next Thursday, 7pm. On Lehmann Lawn- 708 ft long!  Also talks about “Make your own Sushi” night- location undecided. To be mentioned in SGA weekly email. 
4. Report of Executive Board : 

a. Laura Stoffel- Reads from “The History of Barnard College” and explains history of fraternities/sororities at Barnard and the eventual resolution against having them on-campus. Currently, they are not recognized. Opens discussion about supporting sororities. This would involve budget and space usage on-campus.
i. Francesca: I say yes.
ii. Kate: I second that. I don’t see the sororities as an exclusive clique and we In fact are excluding people by sending them across the street. We need to at least have a more open dialogue with sororities.

iii. Remi: I think we should devote more time to this issue, but at another meeting when we can really discuss it.

iv. Laura: I second that. So let’s put it on the agenda for next week. As to our Homecoming, we’re working on getting a firepit. Angel will be emailing you about more specifics. With first-year elections, we have no treasurer in line yet. Voting starts this Tuesday morning and ends at 5.

v. President of Iran’s visit: The executive board has talked to administration about lack of notice for students about this event.

vi. Presidential search: Stuart Spencer was very impressed with open forum with students last week and found feedback useful.
b. Lara: We met with the budget committee yesterday. We approved Echoes- They requested $4000, we ask them to raise 50%, so we’re recommending $1700.

Athena Pre-Law: Asked for 390, we’re recommending 225

V-Day: 

Miller Theater $400.

Remi motions, Francesca seconds motion to approve Miller funding.

Women in Politics asked for 185,

Christina Chang

vii. . 

c. Kate McNamara
i. Communications Specialists are 

ii. Town Hall dates: Either Halloween or day before break. I’ve chosen Halloween. So we’ll have to pick something contentious to get people to come. 

iii. Weekly Reports: Please submit them and submit them timely and in correct format.

iv. Pictures to be taken tonight: let me take yours!

v. Also, we’ll be posting office hours online

vi. Our webmasters need your information for the website

vii. Remi: Could the Communications Specialists do flyering for other events?

viii. Kate: We’re happy to do so, in moderation. We don’t want the CSs to be too overwhelmed. 

ix. Spectator article: Many of us collaborated and it will be going out soon, but if you have comments or suggestions, you can go into the gmail account and make revisions. If you don’t have a gmail account you can email me.   

b. Sarah Besnoff- Because people have not run for specific positions, we can receive appointments. We encourage you to get people to apply. We also want you to apply to the appointment committee.  With office hours, we’re going to be more stringent about people figuring out their hours and signing the minutes. Also, we know that not everyone has keys to the office, but if you’re the last person in the office, please go to the CAO and lock the office.
Jaime: Are we opening up delegate positions for the class? 

Sarah: Only open for class 

Kate moves to approve budget, Karen seconds. Motion passed. 
d. Al Sorbera- Dining Services- Extends appreciation about students’ patience with difficulties in dining services. Presents schedule of hours for Hewitt
Remi: what is attendance like after dinner?

AS: 150- once tvs come in, probably more. They’ve been ordered

Jamie: Have people been using the rooms opened for study space- those private spaces?

AS: not as much as anticipated, but once exam week comes along, we expect more people. We hope people will be inthere all night later in the year.

Jaime: Could students serve themselves so it’s not so congested?

AS: Two reasons why we cannot: sanitation and control issues. It’s not as big an issue as it was. At the most, students are waiting at the door for about 5 minutes now. I want to address the traffic issue. We’re willing to make a change if it presents a permanent problem. 

Anna: Would it be possible to broadcast the radio in the dining hall instead of music?

AS: I will support that 100%, but someone could change it in five minutes. I have no problems with that idea. The reason we haven’t done it in the past is because it’s difficult to find consensus on a station.

Maria: The hours here on the schedule are not consistent with the hours on the website. 

AS: I’ll change the website. What it comes down to is that it’s impossible to serve all day long. We do guarantee that there will be service at all times. And we will change it around so there will be more variety.

Maria: What about swiping our cards? (speaks to a specific event)

AS: That took us by surprise. We are hoping that there won’t be difficulty once people get their new cards. We made sure, at least, that people weren’t held back from eating just because their cards didn’t swipe.

Remi: I believe that in JJ’s the tvs are on one channel

AS: I don’t want conflict with the flatscreen tv. Our late night is based on the community there. If we need to extend the hours, we will. We’re trying to make Hewitt as comfortable as possible to compensate for the lack of Macintosh. We can do a part of what Mac used to be. After that, Nexus will be amazing. It will just be difficult the next two years. We also have twice as many people coming this year from Columbia than we ever have. It’s a perfect storm with everyone coming and we’re running out of space. We’re considering putting tables in the Northeast hallway to make more space

Anna: I’ve been stuck in the foyer before

AS: This has happened before. The reason it exists the way it does is for security reasons. Once you’re in you can’t get out. We need to put a phone in there. 

Angel: Are you considering putting a healthy foodstand in Lewis Parlor (Brooks)? 

AS: We started sushi today in Java City. We’re working diligently to make our process as green as possible. We’ll have a “Meet the Director” with ________ once a week to do taste-testing and keep people informed. 

Francesca: Can we have a discussion about points? Why do we have only specific points and have no flexibility?

AS: We run on completely different schedules than CC. The value structure is very different. 

The two opereations are entirely different and the amount of meal plans are much less. First year students’ points are based on what a typical student on a full meal plan will spend at Java City.
Deborah: I’m confused about the meal exchange.

AS: It’s based on food costs. It’s been going on for about 7 years. 

Deborah: So a similar system on dining dollars would be difficult?

AS: Yes, we can’t compete financially

You said that Barnard food policy is going green. Is aramarck?

AS: Yes, we’re going as green as we possibly can. We’re getting a biodegradable compost 

Katie: I just wanted to commend you for the 10% discount for students who bring their own cups to Java City
Virginia: Are there to-go containers anymore?
AS: Only lunch. And they’re still Styrofoam. Going biodegradable is astronomically priced. We can’t have people bring their own Tupperware because if they get sick from food there’s a huge liability issue. My position is that we don’t need to-go materials because we’re open later. We’re not advertising it because the waste is huge.

Keondra Prier: Is there a way we could get take-out containers for an additional charge?

AS: I thin k people would have a negative reaction to paying extra when they’re already spending so much on food. 

Jaime Prem: Since you changed the prices of meal plans, how have the number of students changed?

AS: About the same. Many students are on a 50 meal plan with points. I can send you an email with the actual numbers. How are we doing with lines, though?

Virginia: They were fine for me. I didn’t have to wait.

Karen Kwan: For the daytime express plan, is it exchangeable at John Jay?

AS: If John Jay is not open, then Columbia students can’t use Hewitt. 

Svati Lelyveld: Where is your office?

AS: Difficult to locate. In the mezzanine. Thanks.
e. Follow-up Questions  

Deborah Ma: So at this point, another line couldn’t happen? 

Sarah Besnoff: No, structurally-speaking, it’s not

Jamie Prem: I know my friend can use flex points and charge it to his tuition. Could we do something like that instead of buying 500 points? (Virginia to look into it)

Svati Lelyveld: It bothers me that Aramarck, our food distributor, has a monopoly with prison food.

Kate McNamara: It is also responsible for food on many other campuses and hospitals and even places like Fenway. 

Sarah Besnoff: If you do have a comment, you can issue a fair statement and we’ll follow up about it if you’re passionate about it. 

Right now, people from CC show their id and can get any food they want. 

Remi Coker: I can speak to that- they need someone to work the door that goes directly to the floor offices

Keondra Prier: Is there a way to improve signing students in at Hewitt

Jessica : In the interest of time, it’s a contentious topic and if we’re really serious about it, we should write something and continue it elsewhere. 

f. Report on Initiatives
a. Laurie: I thought it would be fun to run new tours on the “green” Hewitt.
b. Keondra: I met with Laurie about academic changes. 

c. Mai: What about the CC/BC diplomas?

i. Sarah: The diploma still says Columbia prominently and has Barnard beneath it. 

ii. Kate: I feel very strongly about this issue and would be interested in continuing a discussion about it.

iii. Jamie: I’ve seen other suggested versions of the diploma

d. Virginia: Sexual Protection. Take Back the Night is also on the Health committee. There’s also an event planned for women’s month. 

e. Katie- I emailed the Dean and the technology committee. I spoke with ResLife. The biggest problem seems to be with  the wireless network. Columbia is apparently one of 220 dead zones in the city. Supporting students during construction ideas. We’re thinking about putting up “Did you Know?”  posters in the halls to let people know what spaces are open for students to go to. We’re also thinking about celebrating a mini-holiday in October. We’re thin king maybe something construction-themed party. We also thought to to put up a “what I love about Barnard sign.” Also, construction will be halted during midterms, but this does not affect the students who have science midterms on the off-day. 

f. Svati- Committee on Diversity has decided to hold an event based on eye contact. We want to have activities like “Find this person.” Everyone on the committee is contributing. I made a biotemplate. It will need some funding, so I will discuss later with Lara.

g. Francesca- CC/BC relationship. Very heated discussion. We would like to compose a letter to future president ant Board of Trustees that will be strong/forceful and will encompass the stance that BC takes on the relationship and the ways BC students think it can be improved. We’d like to put out a survey to students about what they like/dislike about BC to help write this letter.
h. Karen Kwan- increasing transparency. I found the old blog we’re working on getting it up and running. I’ll be meeting with Lara and Francesca to get the budget out there. Also, we’re continuing work on Newsflush.

i. Angel Lam- Discount committee. We’re looking to contact local stores for work on the lioncard (which will give students discounts at local businesses for $15)

j. Christina : we have been brainstorming. Email something out to eberyone, Karen offered to help with blog, advertising for groups. Google calendar up, add

k. Maria-Weekly emails and New Flush coming out. Don’t know who to talk to about open house.  g the evening so more students can come
l. Deborah- Betterment of SGA bonding group activities. Ideas are learning about Barnard history together.

m. Nushien- Huge area in back, accommodates everyone. 

n. Svati-How to propose topic for town Hall

o. Put topic for town hall for next week.

p. Laura-Green initiative, Resolutions for next month’s Spectator
q. Kate-Resolution for next month. One article due a month. Any ideas

r. Svati- Support for Ethnic studies
s. Kate- Will have a debate about it within our group.
t. Laura-On next week’s Agenda
u. Francesca-Security route and accommodation.

v. Laura- Club recognition, First year elections and Homecoming.

w. Sarah-Everyone will be able to see for the next week

Representative Council Reports

Nushien- First meeting on this upcoming Wednesday for Community Affairs.

Deborah- First year candidates’ speeches held tomorrow.

Mai- 7:30 for first year elections. 

Laura- Make time for candidates. BOT meeting. Location TBA
Maria- GSS updating structural 

Jenni- and Jamie- discussing homecoming.

Angel- Sign-up sheet, Meeting every Monday at 6. October 12th from noon to 2pm. Reserved space in front of philosophy and Kent buildings.

SPA, sign up.

Karen- put together  a website, Homecoming breakfast, donuts, bagels, etc. ESC. And CCSC. Meeting with working with others

Francesca-Tonight and tomorrow night, opening John Jay to entire student body about today’s event.

Katie- NSOP want to branch away, having their own.

Lara- ESC Made budget public on their website, thinks is good.

Virginia- intro meeting tomorrow at six, Thanks for SHAC

Monique- Will speak next week.
Remi- Record amount of people to show up. Lerner pub successful.

Laurie- Made quarter size flyers, great advertising technique.
Remi-Blood drive is Friday.

Kate-Send Blurb for weekly email.

Jane Khodarkovsky- Last Friday, expectedly, more heated because of Today’s event. Thankfully everything was peaceful. Voice concerns, threaqthing emails. But everything is fi Sharon Ohalloran, chair of external relations committee, so33@columia.edu, recommendations, regading Manhattenvill, don’t send out email to students. Plenary  October 26th meeting at 1:15, stay for as long. TBA location
Laura- two expansion talks. Coming to SGA meetings, getting presentations.

Francesca Procaccini- Super proud of campus.

Kate McNamara- one of favorite days in College career.

Sara Besnoff- That specific topic, anything additional in order to support students.  Open forum sessions. 

Laurie Rabinowitz-Town hall on freedom of speech

Svati Lelyveld-The comfort for Muslim students on campus. Especially with the Iranian president, Islam and this man don’t go hand in hand

Francesa -Be more specific

Svati- in Earl hall, there has been security issues, frightened of being in prayer room alone. Felt fear and should be senitive to,

Ana- Do to town hall on freedom of speech.

Franscesca- can we talk about today’s event.

Sara-Made a decision to not talk about political

Laura-email about things to be added for 

Jamie Motions to adjourn meeting by voice vote, Francesca seconds.

g. Event Summary
a. 19 September 4:30 Presidential Search Committee James Room, 

b. 20 September 1st Lerner Pub,
c. 16 October  Junior Class Dinner 

d. 13 October Homecoming Breakfast/ Brunch Sophomore Class

e. 8 November Midnight Mania

